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The works of mercy

(Adapted from Morning and Evening Prayer of the Sisters of Mercy)
1.
Jesus Christ, you testified on all occasions a tender love of the poor, and declared that you would consider as done to you whatever we do for them. Help us to serve the poor with words and deeds of compassion:

All:
Give us compassionate hearts and willing hands.

2.
You call us to share our bread with the hungry and to question to reasons for hunger:

All:
Give us compassionate hearts and willing hands.

3.
You call us to shelter the homeless and to remedy the causes of homelessness:

All:
Give us compassionate hearts and willing hands.

4.
You call us to clothe the naked and to challenge the inequities among the members of the human family:

All:
Give us compassionate hearts and willing hands.

5.
You call us to visit the imprisoned and to speak out against injustices that imprison humankind:

All:
Give us compassionate hearts and willing hands.

6.
You call us to visit the sick and dying and to advocate health care for all people:

All:
Give us compassionate hearts and willing hands.

(Pause)

All:
Jesus, we pray for an increase in understanding of the needs of our sisters and brothers and for the courage to confront the social conditions that contribute to their suffering. May our faith be practical, measured by our deeds as well as by our words. We ask this with confidence in your unending love for your people. Amen.
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