Opening Prayer – AMSSA Executive Meeting May (2026)
We are reminded of the words of Catherine McAuley: “We should be shining lamps, giving light to all around us.”
As we gather for this AMSSA Executive Meeting, we pause to acknowledge the deep significance of Australian Reconciliation Week — a time to reflect on our shared history, to listen with open hearts, and to renew our commitment to building respectful and positive relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the wider Australian community.
May we be guided by the Mercy values that are at the heart of our work: justice that seeks dignity and fairness for all people; hope that inspires courage and compassion in difficult times; and mercy that calls us to act with kindness, understanding, and humility.
Help us to lead with wisdom and integrity in our conversations and decisions today. May we remain attentive to the voices of those who are too often unheard, and may our work contribute to stronger, more inclusive communities where all people are valued and respected.
We also hold in prayer all those affected by conflict and suffering in the Middle East and across the world. We pray for peace, healing, and reconciliation among nations and peoples. May world leaders be guided not by fear or division, but by mercy, justice, and hope — choosing compassion, dialogue, and the protection of human dignity.
Bless this meeting and all who are present. May our time together be marked by respect, wisdom, and a shared commitment to creating a more just and hopeful world.
Amen.

