
Opening Prayer – AMSSA Executive Meeting (2026)
"The simplest and most practical lesson I know is to resolve to be good today, but better tomorrow."
— Catherine McAuley
Loving and gracious God,
We gather today in gratitude as the Executive of the Australasian Mercy Secondary Schools Association meets face-to-face for the first time in this new year.
We give thanks for the vision and courage of Venerable Catherine McAuley, whose trust in your providence inspired the founding of the Sisters of Mercy and continues to shape our mission in Mercy education today. May her spirit guide our conversations, decisions, and leadership.
God of Mercy,
Deepen within us the values that define our shared mission.
May Mercy shape the way we listen to one another and respond to the needs of our communities.
May Justice guide our decisions so that we always seek what is right and life-giving for all.
May Compassion move our hearts toward those who struggle or feel unheard.
May Hope sustain us when challenges arise and remind us that your Spirit is always at work among us.
May Hospitality open our hearts to welcome every person with dignity, kindness, and respect.
We hold in prayer all those who make up our Mercy school communities:
our students who seek knowledge, belonging, and purpose;
our staff and leaders who serve with dedication and generosity;
and the families who entrust their children to our care.
Bless them with courage, wisdom, and wellbeing throughout this year.
We also bring before you the suffering of our world.
We pray especially for peace in the Middle East.
Comfort those who mourn, protect those who are vulnerable, and guide leaders toward wisdom, reconciliation, and lasting peace. May justice and compassion prevail over violence and division.
As we begin our meeting, grant us open minds, generous hearts, and the grace to work collaboratively for the good of all our Mercy communities.
May the spirit of Catherine McAuley remind us that small acts, done with great love, can transform the world.
We ask this in faith and hope.
Amen.

